Letting Young Imaginations Soar in Science and Art

By Judy Crosby

hat do Kitchen Chemistry, Inventors’

Workshop, Endangered Animals and Ocean

Commotion have in common? They mérge
science and art to inspire young summer campers to learn
science concepts and develop skills. Above all, they, alongwith

other well-designed activities, help young imaginations soar.

At the DaVinci Experience, we believe that developing fertile
imaginations and practical skills are key to encouraging young
people’s lifelong interest in science and art. Leonardo DaVinci
is the inspiration for integrating science and art experiences

at our week-long

summer science

and arts programs.

Designed for

children ages 5-12,

we offer programs

in Falmouth,

Freeport,

Scarborough,

South Portland,

York and on

Cousins Island in

Yarmouth. Experienced educators

inspire wonder and curiosity about the world through hands-on

science and art activities.

Activities like the ones mentioned above make it fun for
campers to wrap their minds and imaginations around science
concepts. They design their own inventions or create edible
plankton models. In Crime Lab, campers analyze fiber and
soil samples and mystery substances, and experiment with
chromatography to solve crimes. They learn what it would be
like to live and work on a huge orbiting lab in Space Station

Vacation.
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Observation skills are important in both art and science.
Drawing is a way for young children to record observations
and is a stepping stone to making lab reports in middle
school. Integrating art and science helps science-oriented
students appreciate the beauty of our world. Artistically
inclined students get a better understanding of science when

it’s roached through the lens of art. Even the art intensive

e Making Impressionist Masterpieces teach students
ools of math and science to understand color mixing

ective.

Our instructors lead campers in painting murals of the rain
forest layers, ethnic dancing, sketching with pastels and clay
sculpture. Last summer a geo-physicist taught about volcanoes
and earthquakes, an environmental educator taught island
habitat classes, a catapult specialist helped campers construct
catapults and a guest police officer discussed crime solving
methods with
campers. These
women were all
powerful role
models for our

female campers.

We love bringing
science and art alive
for our campers.
Who knows—one
day they may be the
scientists who are solving human and natural challenges and

making our world a better place to live.

Judy Crosby is the owner of The DaVinci Experience. You can reach
her at (207)878-7760 and learn more about The DaVinci Experience at
www.DaVinciExperience.com.
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